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Neon's owners making changes

Post staff report

The Main Street bar Neon's will reopen later this
spring as Jardin Wine and Tapas Bar, complete
with flamenco and jazz music, imported and
domestic wines, and a menu of Mediterranean
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domestic wines, and a menu of Mediterranean
tapas, skewered meats and imported cheeses.

The announcement came as the club, which was
in the vanguard of openings in the late '80s in
what became the Main Street entertainment
district, was scheduled to be sold at auction
Thursday morning.

Under the newly announced restructuring, current
Neon's owner Maureen Godshall will stay on as
main operating partner bringing in new managing
partners Michael Spalding and Roula David,
owners of Vinyl, formerly The Diner, at 12th and
Sycamore.

Spaulding and David also plan to open Mixx, a
sushi bar at the former Jump restaurant at 12th
and Main in late June. They say the Mixx kitchen
will prepare food for the Jardin wine bar.

"We feel a wine bar and restaurant is more appropriate for the mix of performance arts venues and
urban professionals that are moving into this neighborhood," said Godshall.

David said Neon's "needed to be reinvented to fit the neighborhood. It was a wonderful party spot, but
that's not the type of people we feel are going to be our patrons in the future"

David and Spalding said they plan to invest $75,000 into remodeling the club, which will include cozy
cabanas and more intimate seating on the expansive patio, one of the largest outdoor restaurant/club
areas in the downtown.

Neon's will remain open as a nightclub during the remodeling. The new Jardin - Spanish for "garden" -
is set to open Memorial Day weekend, Godshall said.
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